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Newcastle  Emlyn  Urban  District  Council 


Public  Health  Report  for  1951 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  health  and  sanitation  of 
your  area  for  the  year  1951. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area— 208  acres. 

Population  749 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 253 

Rateable  Value — £3,092 

Product  of  a penny  rate — £12/2/0-7 

Newcastle  Emlyn  is  a small  residential  and  market  town  situated 
on  the  River  Teifi  in  West  Carmarthenshire,  catering  for  the  needs  of 
ai  scattered  agricultural  community  living  in  the  adjacent  country 
which  includes  parts  of  Cardiganshire  and  Pembrokeshire.  The  town, 
by  today,  could  well  be  a much  larger  unit,  serving,  as  it  does,  the 
interests  of  agriculture  which  are  vital  to  the  national  economy,  but 
its  growth  has  been  hampered  by  the  smallness  of  the  urban  area  and 
by  economic  shortages  following  on  the  Second  World  War. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

Total  Live  Births — 7,  all  females.  2 births  were  illegitimate.  The 
Birth  Rate  was  9-3  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  15-5  for  England  and 
Wales. 

There  were  no  stillbirths  and  no  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 
age.  The  Death  Rate  for  infants  of  this  category  for  England  and 
Wales  was  29-6  per  1,000  live  births. 

Deaths  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

6 Males  and  5 Females — total  11,  giving  a Death  Rate  of  14-6 

per  1,000.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12-5.  Of  the 
deaths,  4 were  due  to  heart  disease,  3 to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  and  1 each  to  cancer  and  suicide. 

Average  age  of  death — 73-7  years. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  case  each  of  dysentery,  measles,  scarlet  fever  and  whooping 
cough  were  notified.  This  year  again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
or  polio-myelitis.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  still  strongly 
urged  for  all  infants  during  the  first  year.  Deaths  from  this  disease 
in  England  and  Wales  have  fallen  from  2,641  in  1941  to  49  in  1950  and 
with  the  continuance  of  immunisation  it  may  well  be  possible  to 
eradicate  the  disease  in  this  country.  Figures  for  immunisation  in 
Newcastle  Emlyn  during  1950  are  as  follows 
Aged  0 — 4 years.  Number  who  completed  full  primary  course  13 
Aged  5 — 14  years.  Number  who  completed  full  primary  course 

Number  who  received  re-enforcing  injection  6 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  numbers  of  tuberculous  patients  on  the  register  are 


Date 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Jan.  1 

5 Males,  1 Female 

1 Female 

7 

Dec.  31 

5 Males 

1 Female 

6 
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year  1 case  died,  and  1 was  reported  cured.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  a decline  in  mortality  from  tuberculosis  has  continued  in  this 
country  as  the  following  figures  show  : — 

Year  Death  Rate  (per  million) 

1860  2,772 

1939  522 

1950  321 

Recent  work  on  chemotherapy  encourages  the  hope  that  a drug  will 
eventually  be  found  that  will  cure  the  disease.  Trials  are  now  being 
nade  with  B.C.G.  vaccination  for  child  contacts  of  tuberculosis  and  this 
treatment  is  already  available  in  Carmarthenshire. 

HOUSING. 

No  houses  of  any  description  have  been  erected  by  this  Authority 
pc^  wa£  peTiod  but  6 permanent  ones  are  now  under  construction 
Ne,w  Road  Slte  and  discussions  concerning  the  acquisition  of 
VS  ™mfnS,  ^are  m,  ^°gre,!f-  An  acute  Portage:  of  homes  exists 

cond^tinn  m^J^men°f  theJ0lder  cottaSes  are  in  an  unsatisfactory 
ditior,.  The  council  aims  to  build  houses  that  can  be  let  at  a 
reasonable  and  economic  rent. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  quality  of  the  town’s  water  supply  continues  to  be  <*ood 
Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  are  made 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

SCAVENGING  AND  RAT  INFESTATION. 

made  once* weekly  and  refuse' ^ dumped.  ne  ope/,atlon’  collection  being 
a mile  along  the  Cardigan  road  a h th„e  nVer  a quarter  of 
rnd  ba  ts  premises  regularly.  part  tlme  rcdent  operator  inspects 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

mainta^d  at^StiSacto^evS’ durhl?theHealth  Tin  y0Ur  area  was 

desire  for  social  improvements  we  hf  ? year  In  our  Panning,  and 
ccluntry,  are  faced  with  the  problem*  the  rest  of  the 

materials,  and  the  need  for  strict  ecSL  * •shorta?es  of  labour  and 
question,  however,  calls  for  enereet^  oTe  m sp?ndlng-  The  housing 
population  are  met.  g c actlon  until  the  needs  or  the 

I remain,  gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  ROBERTS, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.M.S.S.A., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health! 
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